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Abstract. The article is dedicated to exploring the methodological potential of 

a corpus in the field of organizing research work for philologists. It outlines activities 

that can be used in teaching English literature, and philological disciplines. This 

article aims to analyze phenomena such as polysemy, neologisms, colloquial speech, 

the title of a work, literary characters, and intertextuality. Each activity is 

accompanied by a description of the search mechanics and methodological 

commentary regarding the actions of the teacher and the results of the students. This 

article explores the invaluable role of corpus tools in teaching English literature, with 

a specific focus on the works of renowned American author Sherwood Anderson. 
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КОРПУСНЫЕ ИНСТРУМЕНТЫ В ПРЕПОДАВАНИИ 

АНГЛИЙСКОЙ ЛИТЕРАТУРЫ 

Aннотация. Статья посвящена исследованию методологического 

потенциала корпуса в области организации исследовательской работы 

филологов. В нем описываются виды деятельности, которые могут быть 

использованы при преподавании английской литературы и филологических 

дисциплин. Целью данной статьи является анализ таких явлений, как 

многозначность, неологизмы, разговорная речь, название произведения, 

литературные персонажи и интертекстуальность. Каждое упражнение 

сопровождается описанием механики поиска и методологическими 

комментариями относительно действий преподавателя и результатов учащихся. 

В этой статье исследуется неоценимая роль корпусных инструментов в 

преподавании английской литературы с особым акцентом на произведения 

известного американского писателя Шервуда Андерсона. 

Ключевые слова: Корпус, филология, преподавание английской 

литературы, методика, деятельность, Шервуд Андерсон 

INGLIZ ADABIYOTINI O‘QITISHDA KORPUS VOSITALARI 

Annotatsiya. Maqola filologlarning tadqiqot ishlarini tashkil etish sohasidagi 

korpusning uslubiy salohiyatini o‘rganishga bag'ishlangan. Unda ingliz adabiyoti va 
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filologik fanlarni o‘qitishda ishlatilishi mumkin bo‘lgan faoliyat turlari tasvirlangan. 

Ushbu maqolaning maqsadi polisemiya, neologizmlar, so‘zlashuv nutqi, asar nomi, 

adabiy belgilar va intertekstuallik kabi hodisalarni tahlil qilishdir. Har bir mashq 

qidiruv mexanikasining tavsifi va o‘qituvchining harakatlari va talabalar natijalariga 

oid uslubiy sharhlar bilan birga keladi. Ushbu maqola taniqli amerikalik yozuvchi 

Shervud Andersonning asarlariga alohida e’tibor qaratgan holda ingliz adabiyotini 

o‘qitishda korpus vositalarining bebaho rolini yoritib beradi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: korpus, filologiya, ingliz adabiyotini o‘qitish, metodika, faoliyat, 

Shervud Anderson. 

Introduction. 

In the ever-evolving landscape of education, technology has become an 

indispensable tool for both educators and students. In the field of teaching English 

literature, the integration of corpus tools has brought about a revolution. Corpus tools 

are invaluable resources that provide access to vast collections of texts, enabling a 

deeper and more data-driven approach to the study of English literature. This article 

explores the significance of corpus tools in teaching English literature and discusses 

their various applications in enhancing the learning experience. 

Before delving into the role of corpus tools in English literature education, it is 

essential to understand what a corpus tool is. A corpus, in linguistic terms, is a large 

and structured collection of written or spoken texts that serve as a basis for linguistic 

analysis. Corpus tools are software applications that allow users to search, analyze, 

and manipulate the data within a corpus. In the context of teaching English literature, 

these tools offer an extensive database of literary texts, critical essays, and related 

materials. 

One of the primary benefits of corpus tools in English literature education is 

their ability to enhance textual analysis. Students can use these tools to perform in-

depth searches within literary works, identifying recurring themes, motifs, and 

literary devices. This data-driven approach helps students develop a more profound 

understanding of the text and allows them to support their analyses with concrete 

evidence. 

Corpus tools are not limited to the study of literary texts alone; they also support 

research and critical thinking. Students can use these tools to access a wealth of 

critical essays, scholarly articles, and academic papers related to English literature. 

This access promotes independent research and the development of critical thinking 

skills as students engage with diverse perspectives on literary works. 

Sherwood Anderson, an influential American writer of the early 20th century, is 

known for his innovative narrative techniques and exploration of the human 

condition. His works, such as "Winesburg, Ohio" and "Dark Laughter," have been 

studied and celebrated for their deep insights into small-town life and the 

complexities of human relationships.  

An effective way of using corpus tools in the teaching of English literature, 

especially when studying Sherwood Anderson’s works, is the enhancement of literary 

analysis. Students can utilize these tools to conduct in-depth searches within 

Anderson’s novels, short stories, and essays. This enables them to identify recurring 
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themes, motifs, and literary devices with precision, thus enriching their understanding 

of the texts. 

Methodological and Pedagogical Approach 

Below are several illustrative instances showcasing the advantageous application 

of corpus tools in the pedagogical approach to literature instruction. 

Polysemy: Unveiling Layers of Meaning 

Polysemy, the phenomenon where a single word possesses multiple related 

meanings, is a fascinating aspect of language and literature. By employing corpus 

tools, students can explore the nuanced and multifaceted nature of polysemous words 

within literary texts. For instance, analyzing the word "light" in Sherwood 

Anderson’s novels using a corpus can reveal its diverse connotations, from 

illumination to enlightenment, shedding light on the depth of the author’s craft. 

Neologisms: Tracking Language Evolution 

Language is a dynamic entity, continually evolving and adapting. Neologisms, 

newly coined words or phrases, are a testament to this evolution. Corpus tools can 

assist students in tracking the emergence and adoption of neologisms in literary 

works. By examining Sherwood Anderson’s novels, students can identify words or 

phrases unique to his writing style and the period, providing valuable insights into the 

historical and cultural context of his works. 

Colloquial Speech: Capturing Authenticity 

Literature often mirrors the way people speak in real life, and corpus tools can 

help students decipher the authenticity of colloquial speech within texts. By 

analyzing dialogues in Anderson’s novels, students can pinpoint regional dialects, 

slang, and vernacular expressions, enhancing their understanding of character 

backgrounds and social settings. As an example activity:  

Identifying Regional Dialects 

Objective: To identify and analyze instances of regional dialects and 

colloquialisms within Sherwood Anderson’s novels. 

 Select a specific novel by Sherwood Anderson (e.g., "Winesburg, Ohio"). 

 Using a corpus tool, search for keywords or phrases that reflect regional dialects 

or colloquial speech. 

 Compile a list of sentences or passages containing these dialectical elements. 

 Discuss with students how these linguistic features contribute to the authenticity 

of the characters and setting. 

 Encourage students to research the specific regional dialects or colloquialisms 

used in the text to better understand their cultural and historical significance. 

Title Analysis: Decoding Subtext 

A literary work’s title is more than just a label; it encapsulates the essence of 

the text. Corpus tools enable students to investigate the significance of titles within 
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Anderson’s novels. By studying the frequency and context of title words or phrases in 

the corpus, students can uncover underlying themes and motifs, enriching their 

interpretation of the text. For example:  

Examining Title Frequency 

Objective: To analyze the frequency of specific words or phrases in the titles 

of Sherwood Anderson’s novels and explore their thematic significance. 

 Compile a list of Sherwood Anderson’s novels. 

 Using a corpus tool, search for the frequency of specific words or phrases in 

the titles (e.g., "Winesburg," "Dark," "Ohio"). 

 Create a visual representation or chart showcasing the frequency of these 

elements. 

 Discuss with students how the recurring words or themes in the titles may 

reflect Anderson’s literary intentions and thematic focus. 

 Encourage students to explore how these title elements relate to the content 

and subtext of the novels. 

Character Exploration: A Deep Dive 

Characters are the heart of any literary work, and corpus analysis can offer a 

comprehensive exploration of literary characters. Students can conduct  

character-centric searches within Anderson’s novels, examining their traits, 

development, and interactions. This methodological approach fosters a deeper 

connection with the characters and a nuanced understanding of their roles within the 

narrative. 

Intertextuality: Tracing Literary Connections 

Literature is a vast network of interconnected texts, and intertextuality plays a 

crucial role in understanding a work’s place within this network. Corpus tools enable 

students to trace intertextual references within Anderson’s novels, uncovering 

allusions to other works and authors. This deepens their appreciation of Anderson’s 

literary influences and the broader literary landscape.  

For instance, as an activity, you can give a task  

Comparing Intertextual Patterns Across Novels 

Objective: To compare and contrast intertextual patterns across multiple 

novels by Sherwood Anderson. 

 Select two or more novels by Anderson for comparison. 

 Use the corpus tool to identify common literary references, themes, or motifs 

that appear across these works. 

 Create a visual representation or chart to showcase the frequency and 

significance of these intertextual elements. 

 Challenge students to analyze why certain references or themes recur in 

Anderson’s writings and how they contribute to his overall body of work. 
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 Facilitate a discussion on the evolution of these intertextual patterns across 

different novels and what they reveal about Anderson’s literary style and 

worldview. 

These corpus analysis exercises not only enrich students' understanding of 

Sherwood Anderson’s novels but also cultivate their skills in literary analysis and 

critical thinking. Intertextuality becomes a dynamic tool for exploring the intricate 

web of connections that exist within the world of literature. 

Result. 

This article has demonstrated the transformative potential of corpus tools in the 

realm of teaching English literature, with a specific focus on the works of Sherwood 

Anderson. By harnessing the power of corpus linguistics, educators can empower 

students to engage with literary texts in deeper and more data-driven ways, fostering 

a rich understanding of language, culture, and literature. 

Through a series of methodological and pedagogical approaches, this article has 

highlighted how corpus tools can be effectively integrated into the teaching of 

English literature. From analyzing polysemy and tracking neologisms to decoding 

colloquial speech and exploring intertextuality, these activities not only enhance 

literary analysis but also cultivate critical thinking skills and promote independent 

research. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of corpus tools into English literature instruction 

opens new avenues for students to explore the complexities of language and the 

intricacies of literary works. It equips them with valuable research skills that extend 

beyond the classroom, nurturing a lifelong passion for language and literature. 

As the field of education continues to evolve in the digital age, the marriage of 

corpus linguistics and philology promises to be a fruitful partnership, pushing the 

boundaries of literary scholarship and teaching. With the aid of corpus tools, the 

study of English literature becomes not just a classroom endeavor but a dynamic 

journey of linguistic and literary discovery. This innovative approach enriches the 

educational experience, empowering both educators and students to embark on a 

rewarding exploration of the world of words and narratives. 

Discussion.  

Each of these activities can be integrated into the curriculum with careful 

planning and guidance. Teachers can introduce corpus tools and guide students 

through the process of conducting searches, interpreting results, and drawing 

meaningful conclusions. Furthermore, by fostering collaborative learning 

environments, students can share their findings and engage in discussions, enhancing 

their critical thinking and analytical skills.  

Conclusion. 

Incorporating corpus linguistics into the study of English literature and 

philological disciplines opens new doors to exploration and understanding. By 

utilizing corpus tools to analyze polysemy, track neologisms, decode colloquial 

speech, explore literary titles, delve into characters, and trace intertextuality within 
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Sherwood Anderson’s novels, educators empower students to embark on a journey of 

linguistic and literary discovery. This innovative approach not only enriches the study 

of literature but also equips students with valuable research skills that extend beyond 

the classroom, fostering a lifelong love for language and literature. By enhancing 

literary analysis, identifying authorial patterns, contextualizing language and culture, 

exploring literary allusions, and supporting independent research, corpus tools elevate 

the study of English literature to new heights. As we continue to embrace technology 

in education, the marriage of corpus linguistics and philology promises to be a 

fruitful partnership, advancing the boundaries of literary scholarship and teaching. 
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